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Nature II
Learning Objectives

As a result of this experience, each participant should be able to:

Complete advancement requirement  TF11, F6

Appreciate the beauty of the plants around them.

Use resources to identify plants.

Materials Required

Leafs

Crayons

Papers

Discovery

Allow scouts to look at the leaves and identify as they can. Let scouts make a leaf rubbing.

Teaching-Learning

I. Identifying Leaves.

II. Making leaf casts and leaf prints 

Homework: Leaf Printing

Have scouts make identify local plants in their neighborhood and make rubbings to bring in to next meeting.



Nature II



First Class 6– Local Plants
1. On a piece of plain 

white paper, position 

leaves vein side up in 

a pattern that you find 

pleasing.

2. Lay another sheet of 

plain white paper over 

the top of the leaves.

3. Select the crayons that 

you would like to use 

to create your rubbing 

and peel off the paper 

wrappers.

4. Turn a crayon on its 

side and gently rub 

over the top sheet of 

paper.

5. The leaf images will 

magically appear on 

the paper! Experiment 

with different crayon 

colors and leaf 

arrangements.



First Class 6 / Tenderfoot 11 –
Local Plants

Poison ivy, oak, and sumac are among the most common skin rashes seen in a physician's 

office. Allergic reactions from these plants will affect millions of Americans every year. These 

rashes are most commonly caused by contact with the plant's colorless or yellowish oil, 

called urushiol (u-roo-she-ol). The plant oil is released when the plant stem or leaves are cut 

or crushed. The plant oil is invisible and sticky and may be carried on garden tools, on pet's 

fur, or in the smoke of a burning plant. 
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First Class 6 / Tenderfoot 11 –
Local Plants Poison Ivy

Poison Ivy (leaves of three, leave ‘em be)
A climbing vine with three serrated-edge, pointed leaves grows in the 

East, Midwest and South. In the northern and western states, poison 

ivy grows as a non-climbing shrub. How to identify poison ivy and oak 

Poison oak and ivy are identified by 

their three-leaved stems. Poison oak is 

usually a bushy plant with stiff upright 

branches about 3 feet tall but it can 

grow much taller. The leaves come in 

sets of 3 and are shiny in the spring. 

They turn pretty fall colors in the 

summer and sometimes look like there 

is white dust on them which are really 

hairs. They also produce little berries 

that birds enjoy. Poison ivy is, as you 

might expect, a 3-leaved ivy that 

climbs walls and trees. After you are 

infected a couple of times you no 

longer need to worry about how to 

identify the plant. You will know, 

instinctively, which plants are poison 

and which are 

A climbing vine with three serrated-edge, pointed 

leaves grows in the East, Midwest and South. In 

the northern and western states, poison ivy grows 

as a non-climbing shrub. 



First Class 6 / Tenderfoot 11 –
Local Plants – Poison Ify



First Class 6 / Tenderfoot 11 –
Local Plants Poison Oak

Poison Oak (leaves of three, leave ‘em be)
Poison oak also has three leaves. It grows in the sandy soil of the 

Southeast as a small shrub. In the western United States poison oak 

is a very large plant which grows as a standing shrub or climbing vine. 
Poison Oak is highly 

variable. It varies from 

shrub to vine. The 

leaves vary from red to 

green. It has erect 

stems, leaves in threes, 

small greenish flowers, 

and smooth seeds that 

are about 1/4 inch 

across. It is often lush 

in coastal canyons, but 

sparse in the mountain 

woodland. It is 

deciduous, and often 

looses its leaves in late 

summer, leaving it hard 

to recognize. The erect 

branches give a clue.

Poison-oak is usually a shrub, though it sometimes becomes a vine 

several inches in diameter that grows high into the oak trees attached 

by air-roots. The leaves DO come in threes. They are shiney, without 

prickers, and the middle leaf has a distinct stalk.



First Class 6 / Tenderfoot 11 –
Local Plants Poison Oak



First Class 6 / Tenderfoot 11 –
Local Plants Poison Sumac

A shrub or bush with two rows of 7 - 13 leaflets; most 

common in the peat bogs of the Northern United 

States and in swampy Southern regions of the 

country. 

Key features to identify it include large alternate leaves usually 

with 9-13 entire (not toothed) leaflets and a red rachis (the stem 

connecting the leaflets). The leaflets are smooth and may be 

shiny above. 



First Class 6 / Tenderfoot 11 –
Local Plants Poison Sumac



First Class 6 – Local Plants

SCRUB PALMETTO

http://www.florida.plantatlas.usf.edu/Photo.aspx?id=1815


First Class 6 – Local Plants

Dwarf PALMETTO



First Class 6 – Local Plants

Saw PALMETTO



First Class 6 – Local Plants

Cabbage Palm



First Class 6 – Local Plants

Sand Live Oak



First Class 6 – Local Plants

Dwarf Live Oak



First Class 6 – Local Plants

Live Oak


