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Nature I
Learning Objectives

As a result of this experience, each participant should be able to:

Complete advancement requirement S6.

Appreciate and respect the animals that live in their communities.

Discovery

An excellent discovery would be to have an animal brought into the meeting by a qualified professional If this 
type of person is not available, you can allow scouts to make a plaster of Paris cast of their hand to take 
home. Do this at the beginning of the meeting or the casts will not be set up by the end.

Teaching-Learning

I. What are some types of animals? 

II. Identifying Animals

III. Observing Animals - Evidence

Homework:

Have Scouts collect evidence of local animals at next outing, bring to next Troop Meeting.  (Plaster Casts of 
tracks, snail shells, feathers, pictures, etc.)



Nature I



They nest in abandoned burrows or fallen trees. Opossums eat a 

variety of foods and are able to adapt to many different 

environments, from cities to wilderness. 

Their tracks show five toes on the front foot and five toes on the 

rear, including the opposable thumb. The thumb lacks a claw. 

On the right is the trail pattern of an opossum in river sand. The 

tracks nearly overlap each other in the alternating pattern that is 

typical of a walking opossum. The opposable thumb is very 

prominent in some of these tracks. 

Second Class 6 ïOpossum



This beautiful left front opossum track shows all the details very well. 

The tiny inner toe, or thumb, is easy to make out on the left side. The 

five toes, splayed due to the mud substrate are visible. Claws even left 

imprints on a couple toes.

Second Class 6 ï

Opossum

This clear right hind opossum track shows the 

opposable thumb very well. This characteristic sets 

opossums apart from other north American 

mammals. Opossums are the only one of our wild 

mammal species that has an opposable thumb. 

There are Australian species that have this feature, 

but the opossum is the lone representative in 

North America. 



Second Class 6 ïOpossum

Opossum scat is variable in shape 

due to the animal's diverse diet but it 

will often show a distinctive 

squeezed-off end. This scat is 

seldom found in the wild



Second Class 6 ï

White Tailed Deer

The tracks above show a gait known 

as stotting or the pronk. In this gait, all 

four feet are off the ground at the same 

time. The animal leaps and has a long 

airborne phase.

This tiny 

track 

belongs 

to a fawn 

less than 

a month 

old.



Second Class 6 ï

White Tailed Deer



Second Class 6 ïAlligator

In the center between the footprints is the tell tale trail of the tail.



Second Class 6 ïAlligator



Second Class 6 

ïAlligator



Second Class 6 

ïGray Squirrel

Gray Squirrels have large bushy 

tails and gray fur. Since they love to 

eat acorns, they are found 

commonly in areas where oaks 

grow. They also eat nuts, berries, 

fungi, larvae, vegetation, and 

insects. The call is a hoarse bark. 

They make their bulky nests high 

up in trees from leaves, sticks, and 

bark. In winter, they find shelter in 

tree hollows. 



Second Class 6 

ïGray Squirrel

Front track of a gray squirrel. 

The green material is algae.



Second Class 6 

ïGray Squirrel

Feeding sign left by a gray squirrel. These are the 

outer hulls of nuts. the squirrels open them and eat the 

nuts inside, then drop the hulls.



Second Class 6 

ïTurkey Vulture



Second Class 6 

ïTurkey Vulture
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Second Class 6 

ïTurkey Vulture

Turkey vultures are large soaring birds that can 

be 26 inches long with a wingspan of 67 

inches. They weigh about 4 pounds. Being 

scavengers, they feed on carrion, garbage, 

and anything else they can find. 

Turkey vultures have brownish bodies and red 

heads that lack feathers. The large hooked 

beak helps them tear flesh or other food. 

Turkey vulture tracks can be found in many 

places, frequently near their feeding areas. 

They show three toes facing forward and one 

back. Claw marks sometimes show in the 

prints. 



Second Class 6 ïWild 

Hog and Feral Pig
Tracks of feral pigs 

look similar to deer 

tracks, although the 

overall shape of a 

feral pig's track is 

rounder and less 

heart-shaped than 

that of a white-tailed 

deer. Pig tracks also 

tend to be relatively 

shorter (about 2 1/2 

inches long), more 

splayed and more 

blunt at the tip than 

deer tracks. The front 

dewclaws, in soft soil, 

leave crescent 

shaped prints outside 

and behind the larger 

hoofs. The hind 

dewclaw prints, if 

present, look like dots.



Second Class 6 ïWild 

Hog and Feral Pig

Wallows are fairly sure signs of 

feral pig activity in wet soils.



Second Class 6 ïWild 

Hog and Feral Pig

Rooting is another common sign used to identify 

feral pig activity. These areas can be large, 

covering an entire field. In soft soils, rooting can 

be three feet deep.



Second Class 6 ïWild 

Hog and Feral Pig

Feral hog (left) and European wild boar (right). 

The average adult male (Boar) can 

weigh 200+ pounds and stand 

about 3 feet at the shoulder. Some 

have been found much larger than 

this, but is not as typical.

Feral hogs usually prefer wooded 

areas, with some marsh or other 

water source such as a pond, or 

retention pond. Due to their 

inability to sweat they depend on 

the water for control of their body 

temperature.


